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EDITORIAL 


You 


By  ROE   FULKERSON 


From  the  Kiwanis  Magazine  with  a  few 
alterations  by  your  Editor 


I  ET'S  talk  about  you  for  a  minute. 
■■  That's  an  interesting  subject.  Ques- 
tionnaires and  intelligence  tests  are  the 
favourite  form  of  entertainment  these  days, 
so  let's  ask  a  few  questions  about  you  and 
let  you  answer  for  yourself  to  yourself. 

Are  you  one  of  those  brilliant  conversa- 
tionalists on  whose  words  every  one  within 
hearing  hangs?  When  you  begin  to  talk, 
does  every  one  else  keep  quiet  and  listen? 
Do  they  all  leave  what  they  are  doing  and 
gather  around  to  hear  you? 

Are  you  so  witty  that  the  people  around 
you  are  kept  in  stitches  just  listening  as 
you  sparkle  like  Guy  Fawkes  fireworks? 
Do  folks  who  have  heard  you  tell  a  story 
once  beg  you  to  repeat  it  to  some  less 
fortunate  person  who  hasn't  heard  it?  Do 
you  always  send  them  away  laughing  when 
the  group  breaks  up? 

If  you  are  compelled  to  answer  "  No  "  to 
all  these  questions,  then  it  is  just  possible 
that  you  may  realize  why  you  are  not  a 
centre  of  attention  in  your  church.  Maybe 
if  you  took  the  trouble  to  try  to  be  some  of 
these  things,  made  a  real  effort  to  be  in- 
teresting, witty  or  a  sympathetic  listener, 
you  might  not  feel  critical  of  the  church  for 
not  mak:ng  a  fuss  over  you. 

Of  course   not  everv  man  or  woman  can 


have  a  magnetic  personality.  But  every 

man  or  woman  can  realize  that  if  he  or  she 
just  sits  and  waits  for  people  to  seek  them 
and  be  friends  with  them,  they  may  have  a 
long  wait. 

If  you  are  not  one  of  these  outstanding 
personalities,  you  may  have  to  seek  other 
people  instead  of  sitting  around  and  waiting 
for  people  to  seek  you.  You  must  learn 
to  meet  the  folks  in  the  church  at  least  half 
way  when  they  proffer  friendship. 

It  other  people  do  not  seek  you,  it  is  high 
time  you  asked  yourself  why  they  should 
seek  you.  Are  you  so  handsome,  so  wise, 
so  attractive,  so  humorous  that  they  should 
single  you  out?  After  all,  "  Mormons  " 
are  very  human,  and  it  is  human  to  neglect 
a  person  who  :s  always  on  the  receiving  end 
and  never  on  the  giving  end  of  a  friendship. 

Instead  of  sitting  around  in  solitary 
splendour  and  feeling  sorry  for  yourself, 
step  out  and  try  to  make  some  other  mem- 
ber have  a  good  time  at  the  church  meet- 
ings. Approach  them  with  a  compliment — 
about  their  car,  their  children,  the'r  new 
sport  coat — and  see  now  pleased  they'll  be 
to  listen  to  you  ! 


THE  BOOK  OF  MORMON 


NEPHI  JENSEN 


I    read   it  again  and  again  ; 

I   love  its  dear  pages 

More  than  wit  of  ages, 
Or  the  song's  enchanting  refrain. 

In  hours  of  Gloom's  dismal  dispa:r 
When  I  would  mope  and  grope 
It  evokes  faith  and  hope 

And  dispels  dispiriting  care. 


In  Emotion's  turbulent  night  ; 

It  smooths  my  hard  pillow 

And  soothes  Thought's  rough  billow 
With  etheral  love  and  light. 


We  all  know  that  most  snakes  are  harm- 
less, but  trv  to  make  a  woman  believe  that. 
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"UNTO    GOD 


THAT 


WHICH 
IS     GOD'S" 


By  ELDER  BURTON  K.  FARNSWORTH 


"T"HE  Master's  words  are  a  never  failing 
'  challenge  to  those  who  ponder  them. 
They  seem  to  have  fitted  His  day;  they  fit 
our  day.  They  very  likely  will  fit  the 
coming  day,  forever.  A  situation  arose — 
he  seized  upon  it,  as  an  opportunity  to  drive 
home  a  lesson  in  home  spun  expression,  that 
had  become  or  was  common  to  the  thinking 
of  His  hearers.  Further,  His  expressions 
were  so  cogent  in  truth  that  they  submit  to 
continuous   interpretation. 

When  admiring  mothers  brought  their 
"  prides  and  joys  "  to  obtain  His  praises 
and  blessing,  His  disciples  were  displeased 
and  ready  to  rebuke,  but  Jesus  said,  "  No, 
no,  suffer  them  to  come.  I  love  them.  Of 
such  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  If  you, 
my  brethren,  would  enter  the  Kingdom,  you 
must  become  as  one  of  these."  And  they 
were  abashed,  and  pondered  His  words  in 
their  hearts. 

On  another  occasion  "  when  much  people 
were  gathered  together,  and  were  come  to 
him  out  of  every  citv  he  spake  by  a  parable  ; 
a  sower  went  out  to  sow  his  seed  ;  and  as 
he  sowed,  some  fell  bv  the  way  side,  and  it 
was  trodden  down,  and  the  fowls  of  the  air 
devoured  it.  And  some  fell  upon  a  rock 
and  as  soon  as  it  sprung  up,  it  withered 
away,    because   it   lacked    mo'sture.  And 

some    fell    among    thorns,     and    the    thorns 
sprang  up   with    it,    and    choked   it.  And 


others  fell  on  good  ground  and  sprang  up, 
and  bore  fruit  an   hundredfold." 

How  many  interpretations  we  have  for 
this  simple  story.  How  true  to  life  it  is. 
(Luke  8:4  ff.) 

Or  take  the  story  of  the  talents.  (Matt. 
25  114) — "  The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  as  a 
man  travelling  into  a  far  country,  who  called 
his  own  servants  and  delivered  unto  them 
his  goods.  And   unto   one  he   gave    five 

talents,  to  another  two,  and  to  another  one ; 
to  every  man  according  to  his  several  abili- 
ties;  and  straightway  took  his  journey."  It 
isn't  necessary  to  tell  the  rest  of  the  story. 
We've  heard  it  many  times  and  submitted 
it  to  many  uses.  It  is  as  true  to  life  as 
when  it  was  first  given. 

The  particular  lesson  I  should  like  to  think 
into  at  this  time  was  the  answer  He  gave  to 
certain  Pharisees  who  sought  to  catch  Him 
on  His  loyaltv  to  Government,  as  recorded 
in  Mark  12  :i3~  1 7  : 

"  And  they  sent  unto  him  certain  of  the 
Pharisees  and  of  the  Herodians,  to 
catch  him  in  his  words.  And  when  they 
were  come  they  said  unto  him.  "Master 
we  know  thou  art  true  and  carest  for  no 
man  ;  for  thou  reg"ardest  not  the  person 
of  man,  but  teachest  the  way  of  God  in 
truth  ;  is  it  lawful  to  give  tr'bute  to 
Caesar,  or  not?  Shall  we  give  or  shall 
we  not  give?        But  he,   knowing  their 
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hypocrisy  said  unto  them,  why  tempt  ye 
me?  Bring  me  a  penny,  that  I  may 
see  it.  And  they  brought  it,  and  he 
said  unto  them,  whose  is  this  image  and 
superscription?  And  they  said  unto 
him,  Caesar's.  And  Jesus,  answering, 
said  unto  them.  Render  to  Caesar  the 
things  that  are  Caesar's,  and  to  God  the 
things  that  are  God's.  And  they 
marvelled  at  him." 

To=day's  Meaning. 

Suppose  we  submit  this  story  to  the  test 
of  universality  of  time,  does  it  hold  up?  Is 
it  appropriate?  What  does  it  mean  to- 
day? If  the  Master  should  say  to-day, 
"  Render  to  Caesar  the  things  that  are 
Caesar's,  or  some  other  image  might  be 
upon  the  coin,  and  to  God  the  things  that 
are  God's,"  would  the  statement  still  have 
meaning?  Has  it  not  always  had  meaning? 
Will  it  not  always  have?  What  does  it 
mean  to-day  to  say  :  "  Render  unto  God  the 
things  that  are  God's?  "  The  prophets  of 
Israel  from  Moses  down  have  left  no  doubt 
as  to  their  thinking  on  this  subject. 

Way  back  in  Old  Testament  times 
this  question  was,  in  part,  answered. 
Repeatedly,  through  the  centuries  it  has 
been  reaffirmed.  It  has  been  given  again 
in  modern  times. 

We  need  always  to  be  thoughtful ,  of  its 
meanings,  not  so  much  that  we  rob  God  if 
we  don't,  but  rather  because  in  robbing  God, 
we  shrivel  ourselves.  What  are  the  things 
that  are  God's? 

From  the  beginning  of  written  history, 
man  has  been  instructed  that  the  earth  is  the 
Lord's.  The  first  verse  of  the  first  chapter 
of  the  first  book  of  the  Bible  begins,  "  In 
the  beginning  God  created  the  Heaven  and 
the  earth."  From  the  second  book  of  the 
Bible,  Exodus  9  129  where:n  is  recorded  the 
battle  between  Moses  and  Pharaoh  for  the 
freedom  of  Israel,  the  story  of  the  plagues, 
I  quote  : 

"  And  Moses  said  unto  him  (meaning 
Pharaoh),  as  soon  as  I  am  gone  out  of 
the  city,  I  will  spread  abroad  my  hands 
unto  the  Lord,  and  the  thunder  shall 
cease,  neither  shall  there  be  any  more 
hail,  that  thou  mayest  know  that  the 
earth  is  the  Lord's." 

Again  from  Deuteronomy  14:12-14,  I 
quote  : 


"And  now,  Oh  Israel,  what  doth  the 
Lord,  thy  God  require  of  thee  but  to 
fear  the  Lord  thy  God,  to  walk  in  his 
ways,  and  to  love  him,  and  to  serve  the 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart  and 
with  all  thy  soul.  To  keep  the  com- 
mandments of  the  Lord,  and  his 
statutes,  which  I  commend  thee  this  day 
for  thy  good.  Behold  the  Heaven  and 
the  Heaven  of  Heavens  is  the  Lord's 
thy  God,  the  earth  also,  and  all  that 
therein  is." 

Later  David  sang  forth  the  same  message 
in  the  beautiful  24th  Psalm  : 

"  The  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  the  fulness 
thereof ;  the  world  and  they  that  dwell 
therein."  And  in  the  Christian  era, 
Paul  writes  the  Corinthians,  exhorting 
them  to  flee  from  evil  arid  serve  the 
Lord.  In  I  Corinthians,  Chap.  10 : 
verse  27  he  quotes  again  the  ancient 
scripture  :  "  For  the  earth  is  the  Lord's 
and  the  fulness  thereof;" 

And      now      in      modern     days      (D.H.C. 
2:174-175)  from  Joseph  Smith  : 

After  giving  thanks  for  the  relief  which 
the  Lord  had  lately  sent  us,  .  .  .  .we 
agreed  to  enter  into  the  following 
Covenant  w'th  the  Lord  :  Of  all  that  He 
shall  give  unto  us,  we  will  give  a  tenth 
to  be  bestowed  upon  the  poor  in  His 
Church,  or  as  He  shall  command';  and 
that  we  will  be  faithful  over  that  which 
He  has  entrusted  to  our  care,  that  we 
may  obtain  much  ;  and  that  our  children 
after  us  shall  remember  to  observe  this 
sacred  and  holy  covenant ;  and  that  our 
children,  and  our  children's  children, 
may  know  of  the  same,  we  have  sub- 

,    scribed  our  names." 

And  in  a  somewhat  s:milar  thought  from 
Joseph  Smith  (D.H.C.  3:226-233): 

"  When  we  consecrate  our  property  to 
the  Lord,  it  is  to  administer  to  the 
wants  of  the  poor  and  needy,  for  this  is 
the  law  of  God  ;  it  is  not  for  the  benefit 
of  the  rich,  those  who  have  no  need. 
....    .   Now  for  a  man  to  consecrate 

his  property to  the   Lord  is 

nothing  more  or  less  than  to  feed  the 
hungry,  clothe  the  naked,  visit  the 
widow  and  fatherless,  the  s!ck  and 
afflicted,  and  do  all  he  can  to  administer 
to  the  relief  in  their  afflictions,  and  for 


22 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER. 


February,  1942. 


him  and  his  house  to  serve  the  Lord." 
And  from  Brigham  Young  : 

The  Lord  gives  to  this  one  and  that  one, 

the  wicked  as  well  as  the  righteous — to 

see  what  they  will  do  with  it,  but  it  all 

belongs  to  Him.       He  has  handed  over 

a  goodly  portion  to  this  people — but   it 

is  not  ours,  and  all  we  have  to  do  is  to 

try  and  find  out  what  the  Lord  wants  us 

to     do     with     what     we     have     in     our 

possession,  and  then  go  and  do  it.    Our 

legitimtate  business  is  to  do  what  the 

Lord  wants   us  to  do  w  th   that   which 

He  bestows  upon  us,  and  dispose  of  it 

just  as    He   dictates,    whether   it   be  to 

give    all,     one-tenth,    or    the    surplus. 

Again,  no  person  on  earth  can  truly  call 

anything  his  own." 

In  any  society,   men  decay  in  proportion 

as    lust    for    power    dictates    their    actions. 

Quoting  again   from    Brigham    Young,    "  I 

am    more    afraid    of    covetousness    in    our 

Elders  than  I  am  of  all  the  hordes  of  hell." 

(Dis.  470.) 

The  earth  is  the  Lord's.  It  is  given  to 
us  as  stewards  to  enrich  our  lives  and  fur- 
nish us  experience.  When  we  covet,  we 
become  unworthy  of  our  stewardship,  and 
are  unfit  to  live  in  the  society  of  the  just. 

Production  and  Strength. 

People  put  forth  their  greatest  effort  and 
attain  their  higest  accomplishment  not  in 
acquiring  and  hoarding,  but  in  producing 
and  using.  "  A  strong  people  is  a  produc- 
tive people."  In  the  days  of  our  pioneer- 
ing and  dire  poverty,  as  measured  in  goods 
and  chattels,  we  produced  the  finest  contri- 
bution yet  made  in  this  state.  We  built 
our  Temple  and  Tabernacle,  homes  that 
were  a  compliment  to  a  sturdy  people, 
cleared  the  wilderness,  subdued  the  deserts. 
We  were  a  great  people. 

America  and  the  several  States  are  like 
unto  fruit  trees  that  have  become  overgrown 
with  wood.  We  need  pruning  badly. 
Unless  we  cut  the  dead  wood  our  fruitage 
will  be  seriously  curtailed.  As  a  nation  we 
are  as  a  guest  who  has  overeaten.  Unless 
we  take  some  serious  exercise,  we  stand  to 
have  serious  indigestion.  We  have  de- 
veloped great  potential  productive  capacity. 
Unless  we  use  it  to  some  worthy  purposes, 
much  of  it  will  sicken  in  our  hands. 


We  are  stewards  in  a  great  enterprise. 
The  owner  has  given  us  a  lease,  and  set  up 
some  requirements.  He  has  said,  multi- 
ply, replenish  and  subdue  the  earth.  There 
is   plenty  left  to  be   done.  Our   time   is 

short.  There  should  be  no  idle.  The 
greatest  waste  in  America  to-day  is  in  idle 
man   power.  The  greatest  waste   in  the 

world  is,  undoubtedly,  the  misuse  of  man 
power  to  destructive  purpose. 

How  humble  we  should  be  when  we  con- 
sider what  a  heaven  we  could  make  of  this 
world  if  all  the  intell:gence  and  energy  man 
has  and  is  now  us:ng  for  wasteful  purposes 
could  be  harnessed  to  do  the  things  the  Lord 
has  commanded  us  to  do  for  our  good.  We 
are  in  a  very  real  sense  a  part  of  this  earth. 
We  have  a  commission  from  our  Heavenly 
Father  to  redeem  it.  We  believe  it  will  be 
redeemed  and  partake  of  a  great  parad'sai- 
cal  glory.  We  are  workers  with  God  to 
bring   about  this   condition.  This   is   our 

earth  and  our  Heaven,  only  as  we  live 
worthy  and  make  of  this  earth  a  Heaven 
will  we  ever  have  one.  So  in  a  very  real 
sense  we  are  stewards  of  the  earth  and  of 
each  other,  and  we  shall  never  have  a 
Heaven  until  our  loved  ones  and  the  body 
of  the  Saints  are  worthy  to  live  in  one. 
Hence,  a  double  task,  to  make  of  earth  a 
heaven,  and  in  the  making,  make  ourselves 
worthy  to  live  therein. 

In  closing,  let  me  requote  that  stimulating 
verse  from  Deuteronomy:  "  And  now,  Oh 
Israel,  what  cloth  the  Lord  thv  God  require 
of  thee,  but  to  fear  the  Lord  thy  God,  to 
walk  in  his  ways,  to  love  him,  and  to  serve 
the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart  and  with 
all  thy  soul.  To  keep  the  commandments 
of  the  Lord,  and  his  statutes,  which  I  com- 
manded thee  this  day,  for  thy  good.  Be- 
hold the  heaven  and  the  heaven  of  heavens 
is  the  Lord's  thy  God,  the  earth  also,  and 
all  that  therein  is." 

Humbly  I  pray  that  we  may  so  fulfil  our 
stewardship  that  the  promises  of  the  Lord 
to  this  earth  and  its  people  may  be  realized. 
In  Christ's  name,  Amen. 


"  It  is  easier  to  forgive  and  forget   than 
it  is  to  forgive  and  respect." 
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TO  WHAT 
EXTENT     MAY 

PROPHECY 

BE 

INTERPRETED? 


By  ELDER  JOHN   A.  WIDSOE 

Of  The  Council    of  The   Twelve 


PROPHECY,  in  the  sense  of  the  above 
question,  is  the  foretelling',  through 
divine  inspiration,  of  coming  events.  Such 
prophecies  have  characterized  the  work  of 
the  Lord  in  all  ages.  They  have  been  means 
of  comforting,  guiding,  and  warning-  the 
children  of  men.  The  Church  holds  fast  to 
faith  in  the  spirit  of  prophecy  as  a  gift  of 
the  Lord. 

There  appear  to  be  several  types  of 
prophecies  : 

First,  there  are  prophecies  which  in 
reality  are  statements  of  cause  and  effect. 
If  certain  things  are  done,  certain  results 
will  flow  therefrom.  For  example,  "  He 

that  repents  not,  from  him  shall  be  taken 
even  the  light  which  he  has  received 
(D.  and  C.  i  113);  "  Where  two  or  three 
are  gathered  together  in  my  name,  as 
touching  one  thing,  behold,  there  will  I  be 
in  the  midst  of  them  "  (D.  and  C  6:32). 
Holy  Writ  is  filled  with  such  prophecies. 
They  need  no  interpretation.  Their  fulfil- 
ment is  part  of  the  general  experience  of 
the    Church. 

Second,  there  are  occasions  when  the 
prophet,  looking  into  the  future,  is  able  to 
localize  coming  events  definitely  as  to  time, 
place,  or  person.  Such  particular  prophe- 
cies   are    fairly    plentiful    in    sacred   history. 


The  most  famous,  in  modern  days,  concerns 
the  American  Civil  War.  "  Verily,   thus 

saith  the  Lord  concerning  the  wars  that  will 
shortly  come  to  pass,  beginning  at  the 
rebellion  of  South  Carolina  .  .  .  For  behold, 
the  Southern  States  shall  be  divided  against 
the  Northern  States,  and  the  Southern 
States  will  call  on  other  nations,  even  the 
nation  of  Great  Britain  ...  to  defend  them- 
selves." (D.  and  C.  87:1-3).  Here  the 
coming  event  is  linked  definitely  with  place 
and  country.  This  kind  of  prophecy  has 
no  need  of  interpretation  ;  we  wait  only  for 
its  fulfilment,  which  is  the  evidence  of  its 
divine  source.  (See  also,  I  Kings  13:2; 
13:21,  22,  24-30;  14:5-17;  16:34;  20:13- 
30:20:35,  36.  II  Kings  2  :3-i  1  ;  6  :28,  29; 
7:2,  19,  20;  9;  ic,  33-37;  13  : 1 6 - 2 5  ; 
14:25-28;  19:6,  7,  20-37;  20:17,  18;  and 
many  others.) 

Third,  a  prophet,  looking  down  the 
stream  of  time,  sees  with  spiritual  eyes  the 
panorama  of  future  history.  Such  prophe- 
cies are  general,  in  that  they  do  not  specify 
times,  localize  places,  though  they  occa- 
sionally name  individuals.  This  is  the 
most  common  entrance  of  prophecy  into  the 
future.  It  began  with  Adam  who  "stood 
up  in  the  midst  of  the  congregation  ;  and, 
notwithstanding  he  was  bowed  down  w  th 
(Continued  on  page  28.) 
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SUNDAY    SCHOOL   SACRAMENT   GEM   AND 
CONCERT  RECITATIONS  FOR  FEB.,  1942 

SACRAMENT  GEM. 

How  great   the  wisdom  and   the  love 

That  filled  the  courts  on  high, 
And  sent  the  Saviour  from  above 

To  suffer,  bleed  and  die. 

COSPEL   DOCTRINE. 

"  Man  is  made  an  agent  to  himself  before  his  God;  he  is  organized  for  the  express  purpose 
that  he  may  become  like  his  Master." — Brigham  Young. 

COSPEL   MESSACE. 

"  For  unto  us  was  the  Gospel  preached,  as  well  as  unto  them  :  but  the  word  preached  did 
not  profit  them,  not  being  mixed  with  faith  in  them  that  heard  it." 

— Hebrews,  Chapter  4,  Verse  2. 

SENIORS. 

"  For  all  who  will  have  a  blessing  at  my  hands,   shall  abide  the  law  which  was  appointed 

for  that  blessing,   and   the  conditions  thereof,  ." 

— Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Section  132,  Verse  5. 

JUNIORS. 

"  Remember  the  sabbath  day,  to  keep  it  holy." — Exodus,   Chapter  20,  Verse  8. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

"  Them    that    honour    me    I    will    honour,    and    they    that    despise    me    shall    be    lightly 
esteemed." — 1   Samuel,  Chapter  2,  Verse  30. 

PRIMARY. 

Thank  you  I  will  always  say, 
When  I'm  helped  in  any  way, 
Thanks  to  mother,   father,  too, 
Thanks  to  everyone  and  you. 

KINDERGARTEN. 

Remember  God  is  watching  you, 

For  whether   wrong  or  right. 
No   child    in    all  this  busy    world, 

Is  ever  out  of  sieht. 
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BRANCH  TEACHERS'  MESSAGE 
FOR  FEBRUARY,  1942 

THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  CHARACTER 


JESUS  said:  "  Be  ye  therefore  perfect,  even  as  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  perfect." 
Matt.  5  148. 

It  should  be  the  aim  of  every  Latter-day  Saint  to  strive  to  perfect  himself  as  urged  by  the 
Saviour.  While  perfection  may  appear  to  be  impossible  of  attainment  in  this  life,  to  strive 
for  it  is  not  only  possible  and  desirable  for  every  person,  but  it  is  our  duty. 

The  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  should  make  of  the  Latter-day  Saints  a  people  who  will  be 
the  wonder  of  the  whole  world.  If  all  members  of  the  Church  would  live  according  to  its 
teachings,  overcoming  weakness  and  temptation,  perfecting  themselves  and  living  righteous 
lives,  this  people  would  challenge  the  admiration  of  all  nations. 

The  development  of  strong  character,  with  its  positive  qualities  of  honesty,  courage,  self- 
control,  fa'th,  confidence,  kindness,  energy,  thrift,  loyalty,  morality,  and  will  power,  should 
be  the  determination  of  every  member.  What  power  and  influence  for  good  would  come  to 
the  Church ! 

The  world  to-day  needs  men  and  women  of  noble,  upright  character,  as  never  before. 
The  Church  has  the  same  need.  Those  of  us  who  are  beset  by  worldly  weakness  should 
strive  with  all  diligence  to  develop  strong,  desirable  characters  by  continually  exercising  self- 
control  and  will  power.  Doing  the  will  of  the  Lord  and  living  in  accordance  with  His 
teach'ngs   will   be  of  greatest   assistance.  With  the  Ten  Commandments  as  a  guide  and 

determination  to  live  the  life  of  a  true  Latter-day   Saint    as    a   sustaining   force,    a    strong, 
positive,  wholesome  character  is  possible  for  every  one  of  us. 


CHRISTMAS     PRAYER 


(We  are  happy  to  pass  along  to  you  this  lovely  poem  written  by  our  former  missionary, 
Ray    F.    Marsh,   in   his    letter  to   us   wishing   you   all   the   compliments  of   the    season. 

R.E.F.) 


Help  me,  clear  Lord,  this  Christmas  Time 
In  human  hearts  unfold 

Some  peace  on  earth  ;  good  will  toward  men, 
Just  like  in  days  of  old. 

Let  me  forgive  in  others,  Lord, 
Their  faults — and  they  in  me  ; 
Clothe  each  action,  deed  and  word 
In  sweet  humility. 

Help  me  to  love,  like  friends,  my  foe; 
(It's  hard  sometimes  to  do.) 
Rid  my  soul  of  selfishness 
To  make  me  more  like  You. 


Keep  alive  my  faith  in  Thee, 

My  fellow  man,  and  then 

To  know  to-dav  well-lived  will  make 

To-morrow,  stronger  men. 

Let  me  defend  my  heritage — 

Yet,  ever  keep  alight 

That  peace  on  earth  ;  good  will  toward  men 

You  sent  on  Christmas  Night. 

□   □  

Let  us  aim  at  eternal  triumph:  "  The 
triumph  of  the  wicked  is  short,  and  the  joy 
of  the  hyprocrite  but  for  a  moment."  (Job 
25  :5-) 
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BE  YE  DOERS— 

By  SUZANNA  P.  NEL 
of  Mowbray  Branch 


M 


Editor's  Note. — The  following  address  was 
delivered  by  Sister  Nel  at  "  Cuniorah  "  during 
the  latter  part  of  1941.  We  believe  that  these 
remarks  and  adviee  are  applicable  in  every 
branch.  We  urge  every  member  of  the  Church 
to  read  and  consider  this  talk,  especially  now 
at  the  beginning  of  a  new  year  and  the  begin- 
ning  of  a  new   Auxiliary  year. 


MY  dear  Brothers  and  Sisters,  this 
evening  I  am  going  to  speak  to  you 
concerning  a  section  in  the  Doctrine  and 
covenants,  and  hope  and  pray  that  what  I 
say  may  be  worth  while.  It  is  Section  4, 
and  was  given  through  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  to  his  father,  over  a  hundred  years 
ago.        It    reads  : — 

1.  Now  behold,  a  marvellous  work  is 
about  to  come  forth  among  the  child- 
ren  of  men. 

2.  Therefore,  O  ye  that  embark  in  the 
service  of  God,  see  that  ye  serve  him 
with  all  your  heart,  might,  mind  and 
strength,  that  ye  may  stand  blameless 
before  God  at  the  last  day. 
Therefore,  if  ye  have  desires  to  serve 
God  ye  are  called  to  the  Work  ; 
For  behold  the  field  is  white  already 
to  harvest  ;  and  lo,  he  that  thrusteth  in 
his  sickle  with  his  might,  the  same 
layeth  up  in  store  that  he  perisheth 
not,  but  bringeth  salvation  to  lis  soul  ; 
And  faith,  hope,  charity  and  love,  with 
an  eye  single  to  the  glory  of  God, 
qualify  him  for  the  work. 

6.  Remember  faith,  virtue,  knowledge, 
temperance,  patience,  brotherly  kind- 
ness, godliness,  charity,  humility, 
diligence  ; 

7.  Ask.  and  ye  shall  receive;  knock,  and 
it    shall   be  opened  unto   you.        Amen. 

Now  perhaps  you  may  wonder  why  I  have 
picked  on  this  section,  but  it  is  just  that 
ever  smee  the  day  I  was  baptized,  it  has 
been  like  a  guiding  star  to  me  and  it  has 
been  my  aim  to  try,  in  my  weak  way,  to 
carry  out    its  behests. 


It  sets  out  in  such  a  clear  and  simple  way 
exactly   what   is  expected    of    us  : 

"  Therefore,    O    ye    that    embark    in    the 
service   of  God,    see  that   ye  serve   him 
with    all    your  heart,    might,   mind   and 
strength,    that   ye  may   stand  blameless 
before  God  at  the  last  day." 
Can  there  be  any  doubt  as  to  the  mean- 
ing?        Yet,  sometimes  we  read  with  open 
eyes,    but  closed   minds   and  with   thoughts 
far  from  what  we  are  reading,  and  then  put 
the   book    away    with   a    sigh   of    relief   at   a 
duty  done.       I  know,  I  have  done  it  myself, 
but    it    is    not    right,    we    are    only   cheating 
ourselves,    and    so,    often,     though    we    arc- 
willing,  we  just  do  not  know  what  to  do. 

Many  of  us  have  an  idea  that  when  we 
have  been  baptized  we  can  sit  back,  do 
nothing,  and  then  expect  blessings  to  be 
poured  upon  us  both  in  this  world  and  the 
next;  but  why?  Think,  is  it  logical,  is  it 
right,  is  it  just?  Why  should  we  think  we 
are  deserving  of  blessings,  if  we  are  not  pre- 
pared to  do  something  to  obtain  them — yes, 
and  sometimes  we  have  an  idea,  maybe  only 
vaguely,  that  we  are  do  ng  the  Church  a 
favour  bv  belonging  to  it.  Then  what  does 
this  mean? 

"  For  behold  the  field  is  white  already  to 
harvest,  and  lo,  he  that  thrusteth  in  his 
sickle  with  his  might,  the  same  layeth 
up  in    store   that  he   perisheth  not,   but 
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bringeth  salvation  to  his  soul." 

My  Brothers  and  Sisters,  if  this  exhorta- 
tion was  necessary  over  a  hundred  years 
ago,  it  is  very  necessary  to-day.  It  was 
not  only  meant  for  missionaries,  and  to-day 
— more  than  ever — it  is  meant  for  you  and 
me.  We  are  not  all  gifted  to  express  our 
thoughts  and  feelings  in  words,  I  know  I 
am  not,  but  I  guess  the  Lord  knew  what  He 
was  about  when  he  distributed  talents,  and 
did  not  give  one  and  all  the  talents  of,  shall 
we  say,  "  public  speaking,"  for  then  there 
might  have  been  too  much  talking,  and  very 
little  doing,  but  He  certainly  gave  us  all  a 
good  pair  of  hands  and  we  can  certainly  do 
something,  no  matter  what. 

In  this  Church  there  is  certainly  no  excuse 
to  do  nothing.  We  have  the  opportunity 
to  study  and  learn  to  know  the  Gospel. 
Through  attention  at  the  Relief  Society,  we 
women  are  given  the  opportunity  to  use  our 
hands  to  bring  relief  to  our  fellowmen,  but 
do  we  grasp  this  opportunity?  Let  us  take 
stock  of  what  we  have  done  during  the  past 
year,  and  if  we  find  that,  perhaps,  after  all 
we  could  have  done  just  a  little  more — well 
— let  us  not  forget  it  next  year. 

We  are  just  a  small  group  here  in  Cape 
Town,  yet  big  enough  to  fill  this  Chapel, 
otherwise  it  would  not  have  been  built, 
yet 

One  of  the  biggest  things  we  can  do  right 
now,  is  to  attend  here,  and  you  must  agree 
with  me  that  it  is  really  almost  too  easy  to 
do.  Maybe  that  is  why  we  have  so  many 
empty  benches  nearly  every  Sunday  evening, 
but  what  are  you  going  to  say  when  some- 
one makes  this  remark  to  you:  "  You 
Mormons  profess  such  adherence  to  your 
Gospel,  yet  your  meetings  are  ill-attended." 
The  remark  has  been  made  to  me.  If  we 
think  hard  enough  we  can  probably  pro- 
duce an  alibi  to  hush  our  conscience,  but 
those  alibis  are  not  going  to  help  us  pro- 
gress upward. 

Now  a  word  to  parents :  mothers  who 
may  use  the  alibi  of  housework  to  be  done, 
and  fathers  who  may  think  that  they  are 
too  tired  after  the  day's  work,  but  what 
about  the  children?  You  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  do  something  by  encouraging  the 
children  to  attend.  This  year  our  Mutual 
Improvement  Association  was  very  badly 
attended    and    when    there    were    something 


like  fourteen  or  fifteen  present,  most  of 
these  present  were  non -members. 

My  Brothers  and  Sisters,  though  perhaps 
we  may  not  have  the  gift  to  preach  the 
Gospel  at  least  we  can  do  something  by  sup- 
porting the  undertakings  of  the  Church. 
Just  how  lax  we  are  getting  about  this,  was 
forcibly  brought  home  to  me  the  evening 
the  Sunday  School  held  a  Games  Night  to 
try  and  obtain  funds  for  our  Christmas  tree. 
In  my  estimation  a  very  worthy  object,  for 
to  see  the  little  ones'  faces  and  reactions 
when  they  get  their  gifts  at  Christmas  time, 
seems  to  me  to  be  my  best  Christmas  pre- 
sent, and  I  suppose  by  supporting  it,  it 
really  is  a  case  of  laying  up  treasures,  but 
you  will  know  whether  you  were  here  or 
not,  and  if  you  were  not,  your  alibi? 

We  have  been  told  time  and  time  again 
that  we  can  best  preach  the  Gospel  by  living 
it.  I  have  tried  to  show  you,  in  a  small 
way,  what  we  can  do  about  liv'ng  it,  and  in 
so  doing  show  all  the  world  that  we  believe 
in  what  we  preach. 

We  are  not  asked  to  do  the  impossible, 

and  no   impossible   qualities  •  are  demanded, 

"  Remember,     faith,     virtue    knowledge, 

temperance,    patience,    brotherly    k'nd- 

ness,      godliness,      charity,      humility, 

diligence," 

and,  my  Brothers  and  Sisters,  we  would  do 

well     to    keep    in     mind    that    little    word 

"  diligence." 

In  conclusion  I  would  ask  you  to  bear  with 
me  while  I  read  this  little  verse.  It  is  called 
"  Which  Are  You  "  :— 

There  are  two  kinds  of  people  on   earth 

to-day, 
Just  two  kinds  of  people,  no  more,  I  say. 

Not    the    sinner   and    saint,    for    it's    well 
understood, 

The  good  are  half  bad,  and  the  bad  are 
half  good. 

Not  the  rich   and  the  poor,  for  to  rate  a 
man's  wealth 

You  must  first  know  the  state  if  his  con- 
science and  health. 

Not   the  humble  and   proud,    for  in   life's 
little  span, 

Who  puts  on  vain  airs,  is  not  counted  a 
man. 

(Continued  on  page  29.) 
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To  What  Extent  May  Prophecy  be  Interpreted? 

— Continued  from  page  23. 

age,  being  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  predicted 
whatsoever  should  befall  his  posterity  unto 
the  latest  generation  "  (D.  and  C.  107:56). 
The  prophecy  of  Enoch,  the  Patriarch,  is 
an  excellent  illustration  of  this  type  of  pro- 
phecy. In  answer  to  his  request  Enoch 
was  shown  the  future  of  mankind,  genera- 
tion upon  generat'on,  down  to  the  coming 
of  Christ,  and  beyond  to  the  last  clays.  No 
time  or  place  limits  are  set.  We  may  only 
recognize  the  periods  by  the  events  as  they 
occur.  (Moses  7  -.20-67.)  Likewise,  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith  was  given  visions  of 
the  Last  Days  and  the  events  that  will 
characterize  them,  but  fixed  time  or  places 
were  seldom  given.  (D.  and  C.  5:19; 
29:14,  16,  18,  19,  20;  34:9;  43:22,  26,  33; 
45:3i,  40-42;  49:25;  63:34;  84:118; 
88:87,  89,  90,  91!  97;  112:25.) 

The  full  recognition  of  the  fulfilment  of 
such  prophec'es  comes  as  time  proceeds  and 
the  predicted  events  appear,  unless  the  in- 
terpretation is  given  earlier  by  divine 
revelation.  Sometimes     foretold     events 

actually  occur  without  being  recogmzed  by 
mankind.  As  an  illustration,  when  Moroni 
first  appeared  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith, 
he  "  quoted  part  of  the  third  chapter  of 
Malachi ;  and  he  quoted  also  the  fourth  or 
last  chapter  of  the  same  prophecy,"  and 
announced  that  the  events  there  set  forth 
we~e  about  to  be  consummated. 

Human  curiosity  is  intrigued  by  what- 
ever seems  mysterious.  Therefore,  much 
effort  has  been  expended  to  reduce  such 
general  prophecies  to  exact  dates,  t'mes, 
and  persons.  This  has  been  a  waste  of 

time  and  energy,  as  prophecy  uttered  under 
divine  inspiration  usually  contains  all  that 
the  divine  will  desires  to  reveal.  It  be- 

hooves those  to  whom  the  prophecy  is 
made  to  prepare  for  coming  events,  to 
watch  for  them,  and  to  recognize  them 
when  they  do  appear.  If  more  is  needed, 
the  power  that  gave  the  prophecy  will  no 
doubt  furnish  the  interpretation. 

For  example,  modern  revelation  declares 
that  these  are  the  last  days.  This  period 
of  the  earth's  history  may  be  recognized  by 
several  signs :  The  fulness  of  the  Gospel 
will  be  restored  and  preached  to  all  the 
world  (D.  and  C.  39:11  ;  1  =23);  work  will 
be  clone  for  the  spirits  of  the  dead  (D.  and 


C.  76  73) ;  mighty,  natural  events  will  take 

place,  from  the  darkened  sun  to  tremendous 

earthquakes,  and  the  whole  earth  will  be  in 

commotion     and     many    will     be    destroyed 

because     of     wars,      pestilence,      and      fear 

(D.  and  C.  Sections  29,  45,  49,  84,  87,  88). 

These   are  also  signs   of   the  coming  of  the 

Lord  Jesus  Christ   (D.    and   C.   45  139).      All 

who   fear   the   Lord  will  anxiously  look   for 

these    signs    as    they    appear    (D.     and    C. 

45  :39)'         Yet,    despite    these    signs,     none 

shall  know  the   exact   time  of  His  coming  : 

And  they  have  clone  unto  the  Son  of  Man 

even   as   they   listed  ;  and  he  has   taken 

his    power    on    the    right    hand    of    his 

glory,  and  now  reigneth  in  the  heavens, 

and  will   reign   till   he   descends  on   the 

earth  to  put  all  enemies  under  his  feet, 

which    time    is    nigh    at    hand — I,    the 

Lord    God,    have    spoken    it ;    but    the 

hour    and    the    dav    no    man    knoweth, 

neither  the  angels  in  heaven,  nor  shall 

thev  know  until  he  comes.    (D  and  C. 

49:6,  7.) 

The   Prophet   Joseph    Smith   at   one    time 

prayed   very  earnestly  to  know  the   time  of 

the  coming  of  Christ.        He  was  told  thaf 

if  he  lived  until  he  was  eighty-five  years  old 

he  should  see  the  face  of  Jesus,  but  he  was 

unable   to    determine  from   this   whether  or 

not  it    referred    to   the   final   coming    of   the 

Son  of  Man  (D.  and  C.    130:14-17). 

In  view  of  such  information,  attempts  to 
fix  the  exact  date  of  the  coming  of  Christ 
are  futile,  useless,  and  contrary  to  the  ways 
of  truth.  Those  who  try  it  are  impelled 
by  a  spirit  not  of  God. 

The  futility  of  reducing  general  prophecy 
to  exact  times  or  places  is  well  illustrated 
by  the  famous  visions  of  Danrel.  It  is  con- 
ceded that  the  stone  that  broke  the  image- 
to  pieces  is  the  Kingdom  of  God  ;  but  there 
has  been  and  is  interminable  debate  as  to 
the  historical  kingdoms  and  meaning  repre- 
sented by  the  gold,  silver,  iron,  and  clay 
portions  of  the  image ;  the  horns  of  the 
beasts ;  the  thousand,  three  hundred  and 
five  and  thirty  days  ;  and  the  several  other 
statements  of  Daniel.  (See  the  Book  of 
Daniel.)  Hundreds,  perhaps  thousands,  of 
books  have  been  published  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  sermons  have  been  preached 
in  the  attempt  to  interpret  Daniel's  pro- 
phecies.       It  has  been   a  fruitless  effort,   at 
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best  a  doubtful  conjecture.  There  remains 
only  the  general  meaning  of  these  glorious 
visions :  that  righteousness  will  triumph 
in  its  battle  with  evil. 

The  present  disturbed  condition  of  the 
world  has  impelled  many  to  look  for  pro- 
phecies relating  to  the  last  days.  Several 
such  compilations  have  been  published. 
Quotations  are  made  from  leaders  of  the 
present,  as  of  past  dispensations.  Care- 
fully read,  these  statements  add  nothing  to 
the  prophecies  recorded  in  our  sacred  books. 
The  attempts  to  make  them  specific,  such  as 
to  pred'ct  any  country's  downfall  in  the 
present  war,  or  to  identify  certain  present- 
day  leaders  with  prophetic  personages,  are 
unjustified  and  misleading. 

Even  more  dangerous  is  the  attempt  to 
connect  some  isolated  Bible  passage  with  an 
historical  event  or  structure.  The  state- 

ment of  Jeremiah  (32  :2o)  that  the  Lord 
"has  set  signs  and  wonders  in  the  land  of 
Egypt,  even  unto  th"s  day,"  has  been  made 
to  refer  to  the  great  pyramid  of  Gizeh,  near 
Cairo,  Egypt.  As  a  result,  the  pyramid 
has  been  measured  innumerable  times,  in- 
side and  out ;  the  steps  in  the  passages  have 
been  counted  ;  angles  calculated  ;  and  every 
item  thus  secured  has  been  correlated  with 
some  year  in  the  world's  history.  Thou- 
sands of  volumes  on  the  subject  have  been 
written,  with  as  many  varying  conclusions. 
A  d:fferent  starting  point  in  measurement, 
or  an  inch  more  or  less  in  the  measure,  sets 
up  an  entirely  new  series  of  comparisons. 
The  great  pyramid  is  an  interesting  struc- 
ture. It  may  have  been  built  with  some 
symbolism  in  mind.  But,  there  is  no  good 
reason  as  yet  to  tie  it  into  divine  prophecy. 
Such  time-wasting  pursuits,  leading  no- 
where, should  be  avoided. 

In  conclusion :  Prophecy  may  be  inter- 
preted only  to  the  extent  that  it  implies 
within  its  own  statements  that  it  shall  be 
interpreted.  If  a  prophecy  is  indefinite  with 
respect  to  certain  things  it  is  probably  so 
intended.  It  is  always  wise  to  read  and 
practise  that  which  is  clear  and  understand- 
able, and  to  leave  the  dim  and  mysterious 
until  further  prophetic  revelation  is  re- 
ceded. Occultism,  and  all  manner  of 
darkness,  which  too  often  leads  to  self- 
deception,  are  unacceptable  to  Latter-day 
Saints.  We  concern  ourselves  only  with 
that  which  is  clear  and  understandable.    We 


know  that  with  the  progress  of  time  in- 
creasing light  will  come,  as  we  may  have 
need.  Moreover,  we  know  that  we  should 
not  waste  our  valuable  time  and  energies  on 
remote  and  doubtful  matters,  but  rather 
direct  our  efforts  towards  the  study  and 
practice  of  the  clearly  stated  princ'ples  of 
conduct  embodied  in  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  That  is  the  direct  method  of 
obtaining  light  and  truth,  the  goal  of  every 
Latter-day  Saint. 

— From  The  Improvement  Era. 

"  Be  Ye  Doers — " — Continued  from  page  27. 

Not  the  happy  and  sad,  for  the  swift  fly- 
ing years, 

Bring  each  man  his  laughter  and  each 
man  his  tears. 

No,   the  two  kinds  of  people  on  earth   I 

mean, 
Are  the  people  who  lift,   and  the  people 

who  lean. 
Wherever    you    go,    you    will    find    the 

earth's  masses, 
Are    always    divided    in    just    these    two 

classes. 

And   oddly  enough !   you  will  find   too,    I 

ween, 
There's   only    one    lifter,    to    twenty    who 

lean. 

In  which  class  are  you?  Are  you  eas'ng 
the  load 

Of  overtaxed  lifters,  who  toil  down  the 
road? 

Or  are  you  a  leaner,  who  lets  others 
share, 

Your  portion  of  labour  and  worry  and 
care? 

And  to  remind  you  of  these  verses  from 
James,  chapter   1,  verses  22-25: 

'.'  But  be  ye  doers  of  the  word,  and  not 
hearers  only,  deceiving  your  own  selves. 

"For  if  anv  be  a  hearer  of  the  word,  and 
not  a  doer,  he  is  like  unto  a  man  beholding 
his  natural  face  in  a  glass  : 

"  For  he  beholdeth  himself,  and  goeth 
his  way,  and  straightway  forgetteth  what 
manner  of   man   he   was. 

"  But  whoso  looketh  :nto  the  perfect  law 
of  liberty,  and  continueth  therein,  he  being 
not  a  forgetful  hearer,  but  a  doer  of  the 
work,  this  man  shall  be  blesed  in  his  deed." 

Mav  God  bless  us  that  we  may  strive  for 
diligence  is  my  humble  prayer. 
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Mowbray  Branch  joined  with  other 
Churches  and  held  a  special  Prayer  Service 
on  New  Year's  Day.  The  American 
Consul  and  Mrs.  James  Orr  Denby  attended 
the  service. 

Brother  John  Trotsky,  of  Johannesburg, 
visited  the  Cape  during  his  vacation. 

Sister  C.  M.  Hancock,  of  Durban,  spent 
her  Christmas  holidays  at  a  farm  near  Nels 
Rust. 

Brother  Oliver  McWill:am,  of  Port 
Elizabeth,  was  married  to  Miss  Iris  May 
Carter  on  the  27th  of  December.  Every 

happiness  to  you  both. 

Sister  Veronica  Jakins  enjoyed  her  visit  to 
the  Cape  to  such  an  extent  that  she  will 
remain.       Springs  Branch  misses  her. 

Brother  Edwin  J.  Jakins,  who  has  been 
working  at  Kei  Road  for  the  past  several 
months,  will  again  make  his  home  in  the 
Cape.       He  will  be  welcomed  back. 

Springs  Branch  Presidency  was  happy  to 
comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  Hancock 
family  and  organize  a  Sunday  School  at  Van 
Dyk.  This  is  a  healthy  indication  of  the 
true  Gospel  spirit.  Success  to  you,  Brother 
and  Sister  Hancock  and  family. 

Sister  Mary  Phillips  and  daughter 
"Patsy",  of  Durban,  visited  Springs  during 
January. 

We  learn  that  young  Brother  Dick  Fagan, 
of  Durban,  is  now  somewhere  up  North. 

Branch  President  John  Moore  has  been 
laid  up.  Evidently  trying  too  hard  to  beat 
the  petrol  rationing  with  his  bike  around  the 
streets  of    Durban. 

The  youthful  Smiths,  of  Briardene,  are 
having  quite  a  time  with  the  whooping 
cough.       Mother  and  Dad  feel  it,  too. 

It  is  whispered  about  that  Winsome  and 
Melvie  are  to  be  married  in  April. 


President  and  Sister  Folland  visited 
Port  Elizabeth  and  East  London  during 
January.  Conference  meetings  were  held 

at  Port  Elizabeth  on  Saturday  evening,  the 
17th,  Sunday  morning  and  evening  and  a 
Branch  Presidency  meeting  on  Monday- 
evening.  A  very  fine  spirit  prevails  in  that 
branch.  A  cottage  meeting  was  held  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  J.  M.  Toughey 
on  Wednesday  evening,  the  21st,  at  Vincent, 
East  London.  The  highlight  of  that  meet- 
ing was  the  presence  of  Brother  E.J.  Jakins 
who  came  from  Kei  Road  to  substitute  for 
Branch  President  B.   A.  T.   lubber. 

It  took  a  congested  lung  and  a  few  cracked 
ribs  to  keep  Brother  B.  A.  T.  Jubber  from 
his  meeting  in  East  London.  We  all  wish 
"  Grandpa  "  continued  improvement. 

Sister  Maud  Jubber  and  daughter  Stella 
visited  Durban  for  their  holidays. 

While  at  Port  Elizabeth,  President 
Folland  had  the  honour  of  blessing  the  lovely- 
little  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister  J.  H. 
Everton,  Irene  Eugene,  who  was  born  on 
the  13th  of  January.  Mother,  father  and 
the  child  are  doing  very  well. 

Brother  Havelock  Trollip,  of  Port  Eliza- 
beth, is  now  up  North.  We  pray  that  he 
will  return  safelv  to  his  wife  and  three  little 
daughters. 

Sister  Elizabeth  van  der  Walt,  of  Port 
Elizabeth,  was  confined  to  her  bed.  The 
result  of  a  fall  and  nervous  condition. 

Sister  Doris  Toughey  Tagg,  of  Pretoria, 
gave  birth  to  a  son  on  the  31st  of  October. 
Congratulations. 

Brother  "  Tex  "  Smith,  of  Johannesburg, 
now  in  the  Air  Force,  spent  a  few  weeks 
visiting  Cape  Town.  He  gave  a  very  good 
sermon  at  "  Cumorah  "  on  the  evening  of 
the  1  ith  of  January. 

(Continued  on  page  32.) 
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Jhs  Last  Laugh* 


m  ©cgjp.fiv 


Fifty-Fifty. 

Jenny:  "  Your  face  would  stop  a  clock!  " 
Lennie:  "  And  yours  would  make  one  run." 

□  a 

Better  Than  Nothing. 

Steno :   "  I  have  an  awful  cold  in  my  head." 
Boss:    "Well,   that's   something." 

□  Q 

True  Loue. 

"  Have  you  ever  loved  before?  " 

"No,  John:  I  have  often  admired  men  for 
their  strength,  courage,  good  looks  or  intelli- 
gence, but  with  you  it  is  all  love,  nothing  else." 

□  □ 

It  Takes  Years  of  Training. 

Dad:  "  Son,  I  never  knew  what  it  was  to  ki;ss 
a  girl  until  I  courted  your  mother.  I  wonder 
if  you  will  be  able  to  say  the  same  to  your 
children." 

Son:  "  I  think  so,  Dad,  but  not  with  such  a 
straight   face   as  yours." 

□  □ 

Scotch    Luck. 

A  Yankee  was  on  a  Christmas  walking  tour 
in  Scotland.  Snow  had  fallen  and  he  was 
struggling  along  a  narrow  road  when  he  met  a 
Highlander. 

"  I  guess,  friend,  I  sure  am  lost!  "  he  said, 
plaintively. 

Scot:    "  Is  there  a  reward   oot   for  ye?  " 

American:    "Nope." 

Scot:   "  Weel,  ye' re  still  lost." 
B     Q 

Can't  You   Come   In? 

'  You  don't  need  to  open  your 
I'm   going  to   stand   outside." 

□  □ 

Why? 

Why  should  a  traffic  cop.  after  winning  a  swell 
race,  seem  <so  mad  about  it? 

□  B 

The   Reason. 

She:  "  Sometimes  you  seem  so  manly  and  at 
other  times  absurdly  effeminate." 

He:  "Heredity.  "  You  see,  half  my  ancestors 
were  women  and  the  other  half  were  men." 


Doc.  Robinson 
mouth   so  wide. 


The  Correct  Answer. 

"  Jimmy,  I  wish  you'd  learn  better  table 
manners;  you're  a  regular  little  pig  at  the 
table." 

Deep  silence.  So  father  added,  "  I  say, 
Jimmy,   do  you  know  what  a  pig  is?  " 

"  Yes,  sir,"  replied  Jimmy  meekly.  "  It's  a 
hog's    little   boy." 

□     3 

Oh,  Doctor! 

Doctor    (after   examining    patient)  :    "  I  don't 
like  the   looks   of   your   husband,  Mrs.    Brown." 
Mrs.  Brown:   "  Neither  do  I,  Doctor,  but  he's 
good   to  our  children." 

lD    a 
His   Ring. 

"  Now  we're  engaged,  Albert,  you'll  give  me 
a  ring,  won't  you?  " 

"Ajre!        What's   your   number." 
rj    g 

A   Bad  Break. 

A  banquet  was  being  held  in  a  room,  the  walls 
of  which  were  adorned  with  many  beautiful 
paintings.  A  college  professor  was  respond- 
ing to  a  toast.  Wishing  to  compliment  the 
ladies  who  were  present,  he  waved  his  hand 
toward  the  paintings  and  said,  "  What  need  is 
there  of  these  painted  beauties  on  the  wall  when 
we  have  so  many  with  us  at  this  table?  " 

□  □ 

Who  was  the  Honest  One? 

"  It's  so  hard  to  find  an  honest  mad,"  she 
complained.  "  The  last  one  I  had.  left  with- 
out notice  and  took  with  her  six  of  my  best 
towe's — those  lovely  ones  we  brought  back  from 
the  Falls  Hotel  last  rammer." 

□  □ 

Rooney's   Ruin. 

Private  Rooney  was  called  before  the  lieute- 
nant. "  Rooney,"  said  the  officer.  "  take  my 
horse  down  and   have  him  shod." 

Three  hours  later  the  heutenant  was  begnninc 
to  get  impatient.       He  called  for  Rooney  again. 

"Look  here.  Rooney."  he  said.  "  where' s 
tha+  horse  T  +o!d  vou   to  have  shod9  " 

"Omigosh!"  gasped  Rooney,  "did  you  say 
shod?  " 
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District  Highlights.— Continued  From  page  30.  President  and  Sister  Folland  have  received 

President   and   Sister  Folland    with  a   Jew  letters  and  Christmas  cards  from  President 

Cape  members   visited  the   Herbsl    family  at  and  Sister  Backman  and  many  of  the  former 

Paarl  on  the  evening  of  the  j8lh  of  January.  missionaries,  a  cable  from   Elder   L'dall,  all 

Sister  E.  Sprungrnann,  of  Cape  Town,  has  of  whom  send  their  greetings  to  their  many 

been  ill  and  is  now  recovering  at  the  Eaton  friends  in  South  Africa. 

Convalescent  Home.  No  news  for  this  issue  from  the  Transvaal. 


MISSION    PERSONNEL    AND    ADDRESSES 

Mission  President — 

Richard  E.  Folland,    "  Cumorak,"   Main  Road,  Mowbray,  C.P.     Phone  (3 — 3334. 
Relief  Society  Supervisor  and  Women's  Auxiliary  Advisor — 

Josephine  H.   Folland,   "  Cumorah,"  Main  Road,  Mowbray,  C.P. 
Primary  Supervisor- 
Johanna  Fourie,   "  Blair  Athol,"  Clifton  Road,   Mowbray,  C.P.     Phone  6 — 3074. 
Genealogical  Supervisor — 

Madge  Halse,  "  Marcourt,"   Main  Road,  Eerste  River,  C.P. 
Y. W.M.I. A.  Supervisor — 

Golda  Evans,  14,  Juno  Street,  Kensington,  Johannesburg,  Tvl.       Phone  24 — 3094. 
Y. M.M.I. A.  Supervisor — 

George    C.    Ganter,    187,    Kitchener   Avenue,  Kensington,  Johannesburg,  Tvl.         Phone 
251648. 
CAPE   DISTRICT: 

Mowbray  Branch:    "Cumorah,"   Main   Road.    Thomas  Wilson,  President,  "St.  George's 

Villa,"  Forrest  Road.  Rondebosch.     Phone  6 — 4459. 
SERVICES:  Sunday,  10.30  a.m.  and  7.00  p.m.     Sunday  School,  10.30  a.m.,  "  Deseret," 

Rhodes  Avenue,  Woodstock. 
Northern    Suburbs    Branch:   Leslie   Halse,  Acting  President,    "Marcourt,"   Main  Road, 

Eerste  River. 
SERVICES:   Sunday  School,  10.0  a.m.,    "Marcourt,"    Eerste  River. 

Sunday  School,  10.0  a.m.,   and  7.0  p.m.,  19,  Saldanha  Road,  Epping  Garden 
Village. 

TRANSVAAL    DISTRICT: 

J.    Goulden  Evans,   President,    14,   Juno  Street,    Kensington,   Johannesburg.  Phone 

24—3094. 

Ramah   Branch:  395,  Commissioner  Street,  Johannesburg.    J.  Goulden  Evans,  President. 
Phone  24—3094. 

SERVICES:   Sunday,   10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m. 

Liahona   Branch:  Ariel  T.  Smith,   President,  61,  Victoria  St.,   Rosettenville,  Johannes- 
burg.      Phone  32—4461. 

SERVICES:    Sunday,    10.30  a.m.,   Kenilworth  Hall,   Fraser  Street,   and  7.30  p.m.,    20, 
Petunia  Street,  Rosettenville. 

Springs   Branoh:  Tuffnell  Studios,    2nd  Avenue,   Springs.       I.  C.  Louw,  President, 
8,  McCann  Avenue,  Selection  Park,  Springs. 

SERVICES :   Sunday,  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m. 

North- Western   Branch:   William  H.  Brumroer,  President,  37,  Alberts  Road,  Newlands, 
Johannesburg.     Phone  35 — 9464. 

Pretoria  Branch:  Poynton's  Building,  173b,  Church  Street,  West.       Irene  Lane,    Super- 
visor,   101,    Esselen  Street,   Sunnyside. 

SERVICES:  Sunday,  10.30  a.m.   and   7.30  p.m. 

NATAL  DISTRICT: 

Durban  Branch:  7,  Buchanan  Building,  West  and  Russel  Streets.     John  Moore,  Presi- 
dent,  11.   Carters  Avenue. 
SERVICES:  Sunday,   10.30  a.m. 

EASTERN   PROVINCE   DISTRICT: 
Port  Elizabeth  Branch:  Foresters'  Hall,  Palm  Street.       Robert  J.  Doller,  President,  24, 

Railwav  Cottage,  off  Forest  Road. 
SERVICES:   Sunday,  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m. 

East  London  Branoh:  B.  A.  T.  Jubber,  President.  5.  Nahoon  View  Road. 
SERVICES:  Sunday,  10.30  a.m.,  97,  Vincent  Road,  Vincent. 

BLOEMFONTEIN    BRANCH: 

C.  B.  Spear,  President,  10,  Gordon  Street.     (P.O.  Box  50.) 
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